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purity. He asked them to be full of love for
everyone. He did not recognize the caste dis-
tinctions and treated alike the high and the low.
He did not believe in ceremonies but in a pure,
gentle, and noble life. It was no wonder that his
aoble character, his simple but noble principles,
and his noble conduct attracted the people.
Gautama Buddha was born about 568 B.C. in
a small kingdom which lay on the borders of
Nepal* His father, Suddhodana, was the chief
of the Sakyas and ruled over this kingdom with
its capital at Kapilavastu. He had two wives but
neither of them gave him an heir to his kingdom
for many years. At last the elder Queen gave birth
to Siddhartha in a garden while she was on her way
to her father's house. It should be remembered
that Siddhartha was his real name and Gautama
his family name* He came afterwards to be
known as Buddha which means " the enlightened ".
We do not know much about his early life except
that he was married to Yasodhara, one of his
cousins, when he was about eighteen years old. It
is said that as a boy at school he did not take part in
those manly exercises in which princes are usually
interested. At this the people complained to his
father because they felt that a weak prince would
not make a good ruler. A day was therefore fixed
on which he was to show his skill. Strange to
say, he displayed his skill, and strength to the
satisfaction of everyone and put every young man